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Something Told the Wild Geese

by

Rachel Field

 

Something told the wild geese

It was time to go,

Though the fields lay golden

Something whispered, "snow."

 

Leaves were green and stirring,

Berries, luster-glossed,

But beneath warm feathers

Something cautioned, "frost."

 

All the sagging orchards

Steamed with amber spice,

But each wild breast stiffened

At remembered ice.

 

Something told the wild geese

It was time to fly,

Summer sun was on their wings,

Winter in their cry.



PRESERVE UPDATES
Its Official - Meet the New

Preserve Manager

Cosumnes River Preserve

welcomes Amy Fesnock Parker as

the new Preserve Manager. Amy

has a bachelor’s in Wildlife and a

master’s in Natural Resource

Management. She worked for the

National Park Service for 14 years

as a wildlife biologist, for Fish and

Wildlife Service for 3 years as an

endangered species specialist, and

the last 14 years with the Bureau of

Land Management. 

In BLM, Amy was the California State Lead for Wildlife and Listed

Species and most recently was the Resource Advisor for the

California Desert District. Amy has been the acting Preserve Manager

since April and is thrilled to be able to stay on in this role. When not

at the Preserve, Amy spends her time with her husband and son,

living on a farm in Amador County, where they raise miniature dairy

goats and make goat cheese. 

Welcome our New

Volunteer Naturalists 

11 new Volunteer Naturalists joined the

Cosumnes River Preserve this past

October! Each volunteer had a great

attitude and was very eager to learn about

the Preserve. Several of the volunteers

have already started volunteering with

HRT, the waterfowl survey team, and in

the Visitor Center! 



PRESERVE UPDATES
Duck, Duck, Goose!  

The Cosumnes River Preserve (CRP) biological monitors have been very busy

with the waterfowl surveys these past few months! The surveys first began

back in early September and will go into late March of 2023. This year, CRP

surveyors counted the largest population of birds ever recorded at the

Preserve, the total equaled out to just over 133,000. In the past, the largest

population of birds recorded at the Cosumnes River Preserve was roughly

124,000. Mark Ackerman, one of the biologists for the Preserve, said, “The

reason we are likely to see such a huge number of waterfowl and shorebirds

during this winter migration is due to the lack of water in Northern

California.” The Preserve was able to start its flood-up on schedule whereas

many of the other refuges and preserves have had to wait for rain. The lack of

water has forced many of the wintering waterfowl to continue migrating until

they are able to find the proper resources they need to fuel up. 

 

2022 California Water Institute for Teachers

at the Cosumnes River Preserve  

“The California Water Institute for Teachers – Cosumnes River Preserve

spent the summer learning about the State Water Project and the impacts of

climate change on the entire system. This activity provided teachers with the

tools to educate their students about their relationship to the local watershed

and how to be good stewards of it. The curriculum that was presented

included the Project WET (Water Education Today) curriculum and Activity

Guide 2.0. Following the three-day summer institute, teachers engaged their

students in some of the Project WET activities, and on the fourth day,

teachers provided a brief overview of what they’ve accomplished using

Project WET so far. They shared lesson videos, photos of students in action,

work samples, and lesson plans.” John Durand Final Report  

 



AmeriCorps at the Preserve 

 

AmeriCorps team, Red 1 (the Bureau of Land Management focus team), spent nearly

a month at the Cosumnes River Preserve learning a lot, working hard, and enjoying

the ample outdoor opportunities. After earning their Chainsaw S-212, Leave No Trace

trainer, and Wilderness First Aid certifications during their first week, the team was  

busy maintaining trails and other parts of the preserve.

The team also spent several days on the Cosumnes River working to remove invasive

species like water primrose, add signs, and remove trash. Cedar Shapiro said, “I love

how working on the river is really important but also a lot of fun. It’s cool to see the

difference from when we start our day to when we finish.” Sierra Theoret also loved

learning about the nearly 80,000 birds on the preserve, especially the team’s favorite:

Sandhill Cranes. She said, “I feel so lucky to be able to see so many Sandhill Cranes

all the time! It’s truly something so many people should see."

The staff at CRP were great teachers and provided insight into how the preserve

supports local farmers, birds, and the public. “The amount of knowledge I’ve learned

about California’s native flora and fauna and canoeing jargon has baffled my noggin!

I love it here!” said Jessica Blackburn. 



Guided Activity

Participant Totals 

1,581

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

 

 

Mainteance and

Repair Team

Volunteer hours

1380

Visitor Center

Totals 

3378

In 2022, Robin Rogerson and

Jim Long, both volunteers with

the Maintenance and Repairs

Team, volunteered over 1380

hours! We are so thankful for

all of their incredible work!!!

Volunteer Naturalists

have helped over 3000

visitors this year in the

Visitor Center! 

 

In 2022, we have had

over 1500 participants

join our amazing

volunteers  on a

guided activity or at

our outreach booths!



In October a leucistic Northern Shoveler was spotted at the

Cosumnes River Preserve along Desmond Rd. by one of our long-time

volunteers and leaders of the raptor survey, Bruce Miller. The

abnormal white feathers on this Northern Shoveler are from a rare

genetic condition called leucism (pronounced LUKE-ism), which

prevents pigment from showing on some or all of the bird’s feathers.

According to Audubon, “The degree of leucism varies with a bird’s

genetic makeup. But the skin and eyes remain their normal pigment

and color.” Birds with leucism are very different from albino birds.

Albino birds are entirely white with pink eyes and skin. A leucistic

bird is more likely to be seen than an albinistic. It was a fantastic

sight to start the winter migration. 

BirdNote, & 14, M. (2018, May 14). Why is this bird half-white?

Audubon. Retrieved December 1, 2022, from

https://www.audubon.org/news/why-bird-half-white 

 

 

 

Did you spot the leucistic
Northern Shoveler?

Photo Captured by Bruce Miller



 
Volunteering in the Native Plant Garden! 

Join Us! 

Volunteer in our native plant garden!

On two Thursdays a month Robin

Rogerson, a long-time and very

dedicated volunteer, will be leading a

group of volunteers to help clean up

the native plant and butterfly garden

in front of the visitor center! For more

information contact the Volunteer and

Outreach Coordinator at

info@cosumnes.org! 

 

Join Preserve staff on January

14th to celebrate all of our

volunteers with a "New Year

Volunteer Appreciation

Potluck"! If you plan on

attending please bring your

favorite dish to share. We also

are still planning on having a

white elephant gift exchange for

anyone interested in

participating. Preserve staff is so

thankful for all of your hard

work and dedication! This

amazing place wouldn't be able

to run without you!  

mailto:info@cosumnes.org




REMEMBERING DAWIT ZELEKE

Dawit Zeleke came to the Cosumnes River

Preserve highly recommended, but he

showed up to his first interview

appointment quite late! Yet his sunny,

easy-going disposition, knowledge of

agriculture, and dedication to

conservation prevailed. He was hired.

I don’t remember much about the specifics

of our work together while I was manager

at the Cosumnes—probably because

Dawit knew what he was doing and I

stayed out of his way. 

I do remember traveling around to various TNC preserves all over California with

Dawit, Rich, Ellen, and others—to see the desert in bloom, to find my first Vermillion

Flycatcher, to trade stories around the campfire at night, often eliciting Dawit’s

trademark belly laugh. Dawit was the one to call me when the first Visitor Center at

Cosumnes burned down, a victim of arson. I had only recently left TNC, and he knew

I’d want to know. He broke it to me gently, and we spent some moments

feeling sad, wondering at the ephemeral nature of our human creations, but ending

with a promise to rebuild. I learned only after he had passed that Dawit had cancer.

In utter shock and with tears streaming, I read Cori’s story of his decline. Dawit’s life

was a testament to what is good and permanent and true in life—friends,

values, family, the land. I wish that, like his first arrival at the Cosumnes, Dawit

could have been late for his final appointment with life. We lost him too soon. But our

memories of his goodness and good times together will last for the rest

of the time remaining to each of us. The conservation legacy Dawit left

will last into future generations. What more can you ask of a life well lived?

 

Dawit Zeleke - A photo by Joe Watson 

by Gregg Elliott

 

Dawit was a friend, a colleague, and a brother-in-arms in conservation. I have known

him for 30 years and I believe that deep in his heart, he was a Farmer. He was a lot of

things, but he was first a farmer. He loved the land and the things that it could

produce. He loved producing quality, healthy food. I worked side by side with him for

many years as a restoration volunteer at the Cosumnes River Preserve. I went on

many trips with him - camping, laughing, complaining, telling stories, listening to his

life story. And as with all things he always saw the bright side, the good side, the wise

side. He was a great listener and good for a laugh or to offer advise or a strong

shoulder. I do and will always miss him. My very best to Cory, who loved him.

 

by Jeff  Rice



REMEMBERING DAWIT ZELEKE
by Rich Reiner, PhD

 

This fall we lost Dawit Zeleke after an extended battle with cancer. He was just 60

years old. Dawit was an important member of the team that began forest restoration

efforts at Cosumnes River Preserve in the early 1990s. He later led The Nature

Conservancy’s Sacramento River Project, as well as TNC’s statewide farming

program which includes the 9,200-acre Staten Island Farm. 

Dawit was not a person to ignore; he had a booming voice, a twinkle in his eye, and a

smile that would melt your heart. I first met Dawit when he applied for a job

stewarding the newly planted forest near Interstate 5. He had little experience and

showed up to the interview wearing shorts and sandals! I was hesitant, but he

quickly won us over and was hired. It didn’t take long to find out he was the right guy

for the job.   For over 30 years Dawit oversaw the planting of thousands of acres of

riparian forest along the Sacramento River.  He was instrumental in helping TNC

transition to large-scale restoration projects using state-of-the-art farming

knowledge and equipment. Today “Dawit’s forests” stand tall and teem with wildlife.

People visit them to enjoy the beauty, find tranquility, and gain perspective on our

place in nature. Dawit understood how important these sacred places are and

devoted his life to protecting and restoring them. Thank you, Dawit. 

Rich Reiner, PhD 

Ecologist, Cosumnes River Preserve 

1989-1999

 

by Alex Cabrera 

 

I have so many good memories and adventures of Dawit that it is hard to talk about all

of them! But I can tell you he was a unique human being! I think the most interesting

conversation I had with Dawit outside of work was about African's influence on the

American continents. Every time I had a chance, I shared information on how the

African population and culture in Mexico has shaped, in a positive way, my native

country, music, food, culture, etc. Dawit was surprised to learn about how many

descendants'' from Africa, his native homeland, live in Mexico these days, but the

biggest surprise for Dawit was to learn about this native African, who is considered to

be the first revolutionary leader in Mexico, fighting for freedom of African and

Mexican slaves (Gaspar Yanga and Blacks in Mexico: 1570 African Slave Revolt in

Veracruz).  In one of my last text conversations with Dawit, he told me that he was sad

for not having the opportunity in this lifetime to visit Yanga’s monument in Veracruz,

so he asked me to go there and spill a little beer in his name and give thanks to the

freedom fighters. Dawit is the only person that I have known who will give you this last

assignment!



REMEMBERING DAWIT ZELEKE

Although it had been some time since I'd seen Dawit, the news of his passing was

difficult for me and I'm sure everyone else that was part of his life. He was such a

great man, friend, and volunteer at the Cosumnes river. One of my fondest

memories was the 1st time we, myself and the rest of the hard corp crew, met Dawit.

We had all gathered at the barn after another hot dirty get it done day when this

man appeared and said " I hear you guys work hard and volunteer even harder." This

was the 1st of so many fun times with such a great boss...I miss you brother.

Lou Gouveia 

 

by  Lou Gouveia

Photos by Joe Watson 

Dawit Documents "Ribbon Planting"

technique

Edith and Dawit haul sandbags

down the levee to plug the leak! 



UPCOMING SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES 

Ducks in Scopes is Back! 

December 24th: Guided Sandhill Crane Tour

January 7th: Natural and Cultural History Walk 

January 14th: Guided Sandhill Crane Tour

January 21st: Tall Forest Bird Survey 

January 21st: Guided Photography Walk 

January 28th: Guided Sandhill Crane Tour

Stop by the Cosumnes River Preserve and check out “Ducks in Scopes”,

where Preserve docents have a row of scopes set up for your enjoyment.

The scopes are there for you to get the chance to view many colorful

ducks and geese, as well as some of the more interesting shorebirds

such as Black-necked Stilts and Common Snipe. An outreach table

displays facts about winter waterfowl and their migration patterns as

well as shows you a sample of “duck soup”! Duck soup is a sample of

pond water that showcases the variety of invertebrates the ducks are

eating, which include sand fleas, dragonfly nymphs, and a variety of

other squiggly things that provide protein to the birds. You can find

this wonderful display on the boardwalk, which is located on the first

parking lot on your right as you drive southbound on Franklin Blvd.

Check out the Cosumnes River Preserve’s website site for specific dates

and times!     


